Die Okzipitale Dysplasie by Doz Dr Hermann Schmidt and Dr Erich Fischer
Heft 9 Zwanglose Abhandlungen Aus Dem Gebiet Der Normalen und Pathologischen Anatomie pp vi +69 illustrated DM 35 Stuttgart: Georg Thiemne Verlag 1960 Developmental disorders of the occipital bone and upper cervical vertebra are far from rare anomalies, and the neurological disturbances that can follow them are sometimes grave. Moreover, the existence of such bony deformities, especially in their less severe forms, may be overlooked clinically, and a misdiagnosis reached whose results may ultimately prove irreparable.
In this short and scholarly monograph from the Radiological Institute of the University of Tubingen, the authors review successively the various anatomical forms and developmental origins of the dysplasias of the occipital bone, the atlas and the axis. In this detailed treatment, they record many linear and angular measurements of the normal bony structures that compose the base of the skull and the upper cervical vertebra together with those found in the various grades of dysplasia.
Many excellent skiagrams, often accompanied by line drawings to clarify their main features, illustrate the conditions discussed in the text. A list of about two hundred references from the international literature is appended. The monograph should be of considerable service to both neurologists and radiologists.
The Practice of Medicine edited by Sir John Richardson MVO MA MD FRCP 2nd ed pp viii +973 illustrated 37s 6d London: J & A Churchill Ltd 1960 The first edition of this textbook for students appeared four years ago. In the interval there have been striking advances in medicine and several of the sections have been re-written. But in spite of this the second edition is shorter than the first. There are 15 authors and in any composite text it is easy to criticize the emphasis and space given to different subjects. In this volume there are thirty pages on venereal diseases but only 22 on the alimentary tract.
The tone is generally didactic. It is arguable whether this is the best approach, although it is still popular with most students. But it might be helpful if the reason for dogmatic statements were given.
Each chapter is followed by a short guide to further reading. These are not, as one might expect, lists of the main papers that the interested student might consult. Only nine of the small total of 73 references are to original papers (and seven of these are in one section); the others are mostly to textbooks. Rather than merely referring to a longer text it would surely be better to guide the student to the classical contributions to a subject, but C M Fletcher is the only contributor to do this. In general British undergraduate textbooks are poor in this respect. Incidentally, the guides to further reading in this volume are very untidy. The date, edition or place of publication of books are sometimes omitted; the same publishers are referred to differently in different sections.
The book is extremely well produced and there are over 60 illustrations. The price is remarkably low. A continuation of a study begun more than thirty years ago by Drs Pemberton and Smith is embodied in this monograph from Boston, Mass. The histological features of carcinoma in situ of the cervix are defined; the microscopical varieties are described in great detail, supported by nearly 100 photomicrographs and it is admitted that the histological diagnosis 'is often not an easy one to make'. Inadequate biopsy and poor conisation specimens lead to difficulties and mistakes in diagnosis. Involvement of endocervical glands by the lesion is recorded in 91 % of the cases; if extensive this feature can be difficult to distinguish from invasive carcinoma. The 8 cases from a group of 25 with 'gland involvement and questionable early stromal invasion' in which semi-serial section study revealed microscopic foci of invasive carcinoma were not included in the 235. Vaginal smears and particularly cervical scrapings are needed to support biopsy examination in the detection of carcinoma in situ.
Hysterectomy with or without a vaginal cuff appears to be the appropriate treatment and was carried out in well over half the cases. According to the authors, about 10 % of cases are eligible for conservative therapy, implying conservation of reproductive function, but this is a calculated risk. In the whole series treated there was no known recurrence, or development of invasive carcinoma of the cervix.
Nearly all the photomicrographs are easy to read except perhaps Nos 64-67. The publishers have given excellent reproductions of the photographs but the appearance of so much caption
